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MEMORAWDUM. ' 4 | 
SUBJECT: Morocco-Algenia: Military Capabilities and j : 
Likely Outcome of Hostilities | : 


: 
The milittary balance between Morocco and Algeria ; 
favors Algeria. Its military establislment is superior { 


to that of Moroccee because it has more combat airaralt 

and better equipped ground £orcas. Ovex the long haul : 
its forces would be expected to, win a conventional war, 

In such a wax, the Algexians probably are capable of . 
taking and holding texritory from. Moroccan forcas. 


Neither side, however, has the logistical capability 
to sustain major combat operations in the bordex area > _ 
with Spanish Sahara for more than a few weeks. Both 
sides are likely to resort to raids, ambushes, and other 
hit-and-run tactics. Such tactics place a premium on 
a mobility and timely intelligence, assets which the 

Algerians with theix larger aix force and better equipped 
army are more likely to be able to bring to beax curing 
the course of combat. 


Ground Forces 


Algeria's 60,000 man ground force is about the 
same size as that of Morocco, but the Algerians are 
better equipped with tanks,. artillery, and axmored person- 
; nel carriers. ‘he Algerians also are generally better 
.- “trained. ‘hey would be expected to fare well with their 
superior mébility and firepower coupled with superior 
air support. 
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a / several weeks, they hoye been xelnforeing their i 000 
q 6,000 mes force ag sad near Windoul. The Moraucans 

% : have had soma 12,000 to 5,000 qnen, yodantonidy an Ten lucy » 
. | in southern Moxoceo sinea lash year. These forces are 
a * equipped with some oliLlery, anno, ind aie delense 

fs . gis and shouwlder-fliced missiles, 
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oe These steps might enable Moroceo to achieve Some 

co = initial, successes against the Algerian forces dn the 

area providing the Moroccans did not have to contend 
caplet oes with significant Spanish forces, Toweyer, 
the Algexians' could penetrate clsewhexe along thelr 

long common bordex-<in the north fox example--and cmploy 

their air force to Locate and atbhack Moroccan units, 

supply ines, and command centers, 
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play a decisive wole in Limiting Moroccan amy atbacks 
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oretie and supporting Algerian ground operations, Algeria has 

8 about 200 Soviet-built Light bombers, fighter-bombers, 
oh and fighters, many of which could be brought to bear t 
a quickly, although operations in the tri-border area 


would be hampered by the lack of aixficlds. none ca 

ain power is limited to about 20 US-lbuilt 5s and 
another 20 or so Irench-built Fouga Magister jet trainers. 
Only about half of these airexraft could be mustered for . 
combat missions at one time,.however, because of. 
maintenance problems and a shortage of qualified aix 
Crows. 
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Algeitia's air force is so much largex than Moxocco's 
that it could simultaneously provide ground support and 
launch attacks to at least neutralize and probably 
destroy Moroccan air power. Although Morocco's air 
defenses would be expected to destroy some Algerian 

aircraft, Morocco has neither an adequate numbesx nor 
sufficiently modern atx defense weapon. to effectively 
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dodtendt die aay ow oblea unilcecaey and calywillhen lanege ta, 
Alygermioats ade deflonsea system, on the other hand, ds an 
rohatuvelly good condition and should Isa able to counber 
any thivack From the Moroccans. 
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Weither navy would be expected to make a mesjoxr con 
tadibution to their country’s war cffort., ithe Algerian 
navy has more ships, inclucling missile boats, and they 
are iin better shape than those of Morocco, . 
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Macjox TRtenis OFF Mei pment 


Moxocco | Aigeria 


Medium Ranks 400 


Armoxed ‘Pers sonnel. Carticrs ¢ 575 


Field attillery = L75 500 


Aix Defense Artillery | 450 
Light Bombers ; 23 


Jet Pighters A) 200 
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’ these figures ave rounded estimates of each 
country's tnventory and are ttsted to tllustrate the 
velative differences between the holdings of the two 

sides the actual number of each ttem avatlable | 
in operattonat units would be lees, but the relative 
differences would sttll wetgh heavily tn Algeria's 
favor. 
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